Why Ride The Bus? Because It’s Safe!!!

Numerous studies of the safety of school transportation have been conducted over the
past several decades by the most respected safety organizations in the United States. All
the studies come to the same indisputable conclusion — school busses provide the safest
transportation on the Nation’s highways. For example, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration stated:

“American students are nearly eight times safer riding in a school bus than with their own
parents and guardians in cars. The fatality rate for school buses is only 0.2 fatalities per
100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) compared to 1.5 fatalities per 100 million
VMT for cars”

There is no safer way to transport a child than in a school bus. Fatal crashes involving
school bus occupants are extremely rare events, even though school buses serve daily in
every community—a remarkable 8.8 billion student "to-and-from school™ trips annually.

Every school day, some 450,000 yellow school buses transport more than 24 million
children to and from schools and school-related activities. Said another way to give
perspective to the huge magnitude of pupil transportation, the equivalent of the
populations of Florida, Massachusetts and Oregon ride on a school bus twice every day—
almost always without a serious incident.

Safety Equipment Required on School Buses

Modern school buses (those manufactured after April 1, 1977) are equipped with more
safety equipment than any other vehicle on the road. This is by design because safety
regulators and state pupil transportation officials always err on the side of providing an
extra margin of safety. The size of the school bus alone gives it an important advantage in
all but the most catastrophic circumstances. Key federal safety requirements include:

Special passenger crash protection: Well-padded, high-back, energy-absorbing seats,
as well as special requirements for wheelchair restraint systems. These seating systems

provide “automatic protection” for young passengers. Additionally, school bus interiors
are designed to reduce the chances of injury caused by sharp edges or body panels that

may tear loose in a crash.

Better brakes: Brake systems that enable the school bus to stop in a shorter distance than
other large vehicles.

Warning lights: Lights and reflective devices that indicate when the bus is loading and
unloading passengers.



Special mirrors: Additional mirrors that allow the driver to see all critical areas directly
in front of and along both sides of the school bus.

Swing out stop arms: A stop arm that extends out to the left side of the bus to warn
motorists when the bus is loading or unloading passengers.

Emergency exits: Several emergency exits, based on the capacity of the school bus.

Rollover protection: Rollover protection that reduces the likelihood of a roof collapse
and allows for operable emergency exits even after the roof is subject to extreme forces.

Fuel system protection: Protected fuel tanks, and fuel pump, fuel delivery system,
emissions control lines and connections to protect against fuel spills in severe crashes.

School Bus Drivers

School bus drivers are an integral part of the safe transportation of school children. While
the structure of the school bus provides excellent protection in the event of a crash, it is
the skill and performance of the highly trained, professional school bus driver that often
prevents crashes.

School buses always are operated by drivers with a Commercial Drivers License (CDL),
required by the U.S. Department of Transportation, and who have received special school
bus driver training required by the state. In addition, no one can drive a school bus
without first passing drug and alcohol screening and any required law enforcement
background checks.

Fremont Public Schools Transportation Department is dedicated to providing the safest
transportation for your student to and from school and all school related activities.



